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Monte Vista Water District
A n: Board of Directors
10575 Central Avenue
Montclair, CA 91763

Dear Board of Directors,
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Our rm acquired the vacant land located at 5084 Francis Avenue in 2004 with the inten on of
developing in- ll housing to be er u lize the property and meet housing demand. A er carrying the
property through the 2008 economic downturn we approached San Bernardino County with a proposal
to develop this parcel which is located at the northwest corner of the intersec on of Francis & Telephone
Avenues, just a short walk from Central Ave. A er presen ng our proposal, the County requested that
we con nue through the City of Chino.
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In early 2016, we met with then Mayor Yates, Council member Earl Elrod, Director of
Development Services, Nick Liguori, City Manager Ma Ballantyne and Michael Hitz from Planning. A er
some conversa on regarding our proposed 21 lot site plan, Mayor Yates and the Chino team said they
would support our proposal if LAFCO agreed to the annexa on of our property into the City of Chino.
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The following morning, we met with LAFCO Director Kathleen Rollings-McDonald who, a er
some review of our property and proposal, agreed to allow the annexa on into the City as a stand-alone
proposal.
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Shortly a er our mee ng with LAFCO, the City of Chino Planning Sta veri ed LAFCO’s support.
In good faith, our team engaged in contracts with several local companies, including Andreasen
Engineering, LSA Environmental, Duco Engineering, Everest Environmental, and Stanley R. Ho man &
Associates to address the City’s formal development requirements and subsequent comments.
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Beginning in early 2017, our previously posi ve and produc ve rela onship with the Chino
Planning sta began to change signi cantly. By the end of 2019, nearly four years a er beginning our
process with the City, we had expended signi cantly more me, e ort and money addressing the City's
requirements but felt we were no closer to comple ng the process. It was apparent that our good faith
e orts and expenses were for naught and that we could not move forward with the City
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Our Firm’s e orts regarding Francis Avenue and our other in- ll development projects have
focused on addressing, in some small way, the acute housing crisis that has persisted in California since
2000 or earlier. We have become increasingly aware of the interconnected nature of our shared
environment and the impacts of what we do and don’t do as a society collec vely.
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We have learned from your agency, our contemporaries and, from work done by the IEUA and
others, about the signi cant ongoing detrimental impacts of sep c systems in the Chino Basin on our
shared water resources. We have also recognized that the opportunity to advance a solu on for our
regional housing crisis is part of the solu on to our water resource problem thanks to Monte Vista Water
Districts e orts to provide sewer service to the area where others have hesitated.

We applaud the efforts of the key partners in the effort to bring sewer service and protect
regional water resources, including Supervisor Hagman and his staff, MVWD and others. We
wholeheartedly support an affirmative decision by this Board to step up where others continue to step
back.
Providing this service will strongly demonstrate the type of positive benefits that are possible for
citizens when strong and creative government leadership, local service agencies and business work
together to deliver to Chino residents and the surrounding community the quality of life they deserve
related to water safety and quality housing.
Thank you.
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