MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California  (909) 624-0035
Teleconference: (773) 231-9226 Meeting ID 238-267-3925 Password 007304
Video: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/my/boardmeeting Password 007304

NOTICE AND AGENDA OF PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022  4:30 P.M.
Committee Members
Board Auditor Martinez – Chair
President Rose
Consistent with the provisions in Government Code section 54953(e)(2), the Public Information
Committee will conduct this meeting by video and teleconference. Interested members of the public
may participate in the meeting to observe and/or provide public comment by using the access
information listed above.

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PUBLIC COMMENT
3. AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS
4. DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
A. Committee Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: September 21, 2021
Recommendation: Approve as presented
B. Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy
Presenter: Kelley Donaldson, Community Affairs Manager
Recommendation: Receive and file Monte Vista Water District’s Legislative & Regulatory
Advocacy Strategy.
5. ADJOURNMENT

DECLARATION OF POSTING
In accordance with the requirement of California Government Code §54954.2, this agenda has been posted in the display case
at the gated entrance to our main office at 10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California not less than seventy-two (72) hours
prior to the meeting date and time above.
Written materials relating to open session agenda items, including those distributed to the majority of the Board of Directors
after distribution of this agenda package, are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the District’s
main office, located at 10575 Central Avenue, Montclair, California.
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or
accommodation in order to participate in a meeting may request such modification or accommodation from the District’s
Board Secretary at (909) 624-0035 or by email at BoardSecretary@mvwd.org. Notification forty-eight (48) hours prior to the
meeting will enable District staff to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE
OF THE MONTE VISTA WATER DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SEPTEMBER 21, 2021
DIRECTORS PRESENT
Manny Martinez, Board Auditor – Chair
Sandra Rose, President
DIRECTORS ABSENT
None.
STAFF PRESENT

None.
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER

AF

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

T

Justin Scott-Coe, General Manager
Stephanie Reimer, Assistant General Manager/Chief Financial Officer
Kelley Donaldson, Community Affairs Manager
Jennica Valencia, Community Affairs Intern

R

Board Auditor Martinez called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m.
ROLL CALL

D

General Manager Justin Scott-Coe stated that the Public Information Committee (Committee) of the
Board of Directors of the Monte Vista Water District meeting will be conducted pursuant to Executive
Order N-08-21 and sections of the Brown Act unaffected by that Order. Each director confirmed their
attendance and ability to hear the proceedings. Other attendees confirmed they could hear each director.
The directors and staff were reminded that any votes taken during the teleconference portion of the
meeting must be taken by roll call vote. General Manager Justin Scott-Coe provided brief instructions on
appropriate conduct during the meeting.
ITEM 2: PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
ITEM 3: AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS
Kelley Donaldson informed the Committee that she would be presenting Item 4C.
ITEM 4: DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
A. Meeting Minutes: May 4, 2021
Upon motion by President Rose, seconded by Board Auditor Martinez, and unanimously carried:
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M21-09-01
MOVED: The Public Information Committee approved the May 4, 2021, minutes, as by roll call vote:
Board Auditor Martinez
President Rose

aye
aye

B. Customer Opinion Survey Project
Community Affairs Manager Kelley Donaldson provided a verbal update to the Public Information
Committee on the Customer Opinion Survey Project. Discussion ensued and the update was received
and filed.
C. 2022 Bruce J. Lance Jr. Water Scholarship Program
Community Affairs Manager Kelley Donaldson provided a verbal update to the Public Information
Committee on the 2022 Bruce J. Lance Jr. Water Scholarship program. Discussion ensued and the
update was received and filed.
ITEM 5: ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion by President Rose, seconded by Board Auditor Martinez, and unanimously carried:

aye
aye

AF

Board Auditor Martinez
President Rose

T

M21-09-02
MOVED: Approved to adjourn the meeting, as by roll call vote:

There being no further business, Board Auditor Martinez adjourned the meeting at 5:09 p.m.

D

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager/Secretary

R

Respectfully submitted,
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April 5, 2022
Honorable Public Information Committee
Monte Vista Water District
SUBJECT: Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Public Information Committee recommend that the Board of Directors
receive and file Monte Vista Water District’s Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy.
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:
On September 14, 2011, the Board of Directors adopted Monte Vista Water District’s Legislative
Principles.
On March 10, 2021, the Board of Directors adopted updates to the principles, including renaming them
as Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Principles.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None.
CONSISTENCY WITH STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS/INITIATIVES:
Strategic Goal 4: Engage customers through programs, education, and community involvement.
Initiative 4.3: Expand the District’s legislative advocacy activities.

Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy

BACKGROUND
In August 2011, the Monte Vista Water District (District) Board of Directors (Board) Public Information
Committee and staff discussed the need for legislative principles that would guide staff’s future
engagement with the legislative and regulatory processes. Seven legislative principles were derived
primarily from officially adopted Board positions on legislation, voter initiatives (i.e., propositions), and
regulatory actions for the ten years prior. On September 14, 2011, the Board adopted a list of seven
legislative principles consistent with the District’s mission and past Board actions.
In the decade since adoption, staff has focused its legislative and regulatory advocacy efforts on
legislation introduced under the umbrella of these principles. In recent years, more legislation or
regulatory standards have been introduced to address the concerns of access and affordability as well as
climate change, specifically the water/energy nexus. Last year, staff reviewed and recommended updates
for the legislative principles to provide further guidance in advocacy efforts. The changes included
minor updates to the original legislative principles as well as the recommendation to include two new
principles related to access and affordability as well as the water/energy nexus associated with climate
change. In March 2021, the Board adopted the recommendations, including a title change to Legislative
& Regulatory Advocacy Principles.
DISCUSSION
The 2025 Strategic Plan defined an initiative to expand the District’s legislative advocacy activities.
Initially staff sought out networking opportunities with regional partners to monitor proposed legislative
and regulatory changes as well as join coalition letters and advocacy efforts. The second phase was to
develop a Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy (Strategy) to provide both staff and District
leadership some tools to navigate the legislative and regulatory environments.
The District’s Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Principles serve as the foundation for staff’s
engagement in the legislative and regulatory processes. The Strategy builds upon that foundation to
define objectives for monitoring and tracking activities, engaging stakeholders, and educating
customers. It also provides details on how the legislative and regulatory processes work, calendar cycles,
and tips on how to engage legislators and stakeholders, as well as emphasizes staff’s commitment to
keep the Board apprised of advocacy efforts. Accompanying the Strategy is a Guide to Elected and
Appointed Officials mutually serving the District’s customers and surrounding areas. This guidebook
will be updated regularly as elected and appointed officials change.
Attached are the District’s Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Strategy, Guide to Elected and
Appointed Officials, and the adopted legislative and regulatory advocacy principles. Staff is
recommending that the Board receive and file the documents that create a comprehensive legislative and
regulatory advocacy engagement effort.
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Respectfully submitted,

Kelley Donaldson
Community Affairs Manager

Stephanie A. Reimer
Assistant General Manager/
Chief Financial Officer

Justin M. Scott-Coe
General Manager

Attachments
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Background
In 2011, the Board of Directors adopted a list of legislative principles to guide staff in future
engagement with the legislative and regulatory processes. The principles drafted were
consistent with the District’s adopted Mission as well as past Board actions.
The original legislative principles were derived primarily from officially adopted Board positions
on legislation, voter initiatives (i.e. propositions), and regulatory actions over the previous 10
years. During that time, the Board had been consistent in advocating for local control of tax
revenues, state and federal support of regional water reliability projects, and science-based
regulatory standards. The only principle not derived from past Board action was “Fund State
Water Infrastructure Equitably,” which was instead drawn from the policy of “co-equal goals”
that the Association of California Water Agencies successfully negotiated for inclusion in the
historic water legislation package of 2009. This principle of statewide funding equity for water
supply reliability and ecosystem restoration is consistent with the District’s Mission.
In the decade that followed, staff focused its legislative and regulatory advocacy efforts on
legislation introduced under the umbrella of these topics. In 2021, the Board of Directors
adopted updated legislative principles in accordance with the 2025 Strategic Plan. The updates
included two new principles related to access and affordability as well as the water/energy
nexus associated with climate change. The seven legislative principles noted on the following
page (3) were adopted by the Board on March 10, 2021.
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Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Principles
1. Help local governments succeed and keep revenues local.
• Facilitate special districts in providing vital services effectively, responsibly, and
at a reasonable cost.
• No raids on local revenues to shore up state budget shortfalls.
• Maintain local government control over rate-setting process.
2. Fund state water infrastructure equitably.
• Support “co-equal goals” of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration.
• Local agencies and state should pay their fair share for benefits.
3. Support long-term solutions for access to safe, affordable drinking water.
• Support sensible, long-term solutions that assist disadvantaged communities
with increased access to safe, affordable drinking water.
• Oppose a public goods charge for drinking water that would increase costs on a
basic life necessity.
4. Support local water supply reliability.
• Support local water projects that ensure future reliability.
• Invest in local water supplies to reduce reliance on the Sacramento-San Joaquin
River Delta.
• Support funding, resources, and projects that promote sustainability and
resiliency.
5. Assist in meeting water use efficiency goals.
• Promote attainable water efficiency standards and best practices.
• Assist local agencies in meeting urban water use targets set by mandate.
• Support legislation that incentivizes water use efficiency.
6. Base water quality standards on science.
• Safe drinking water is our first priority.
• Use sound science and transparent regulatory processes to establish drinking
water standards.
7. Improve water/energy nexus to reduce environmental impacts.
• Support science-based strategies that improve water quality, conserve water,
and reduce greenhouse gases.
• Support projects and funding for renewable energy resources that provide direct
benefit for water resource sustainability.
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Advocacy Strategies
Legislative advocacy means working with individual lawmakers and lawmaking bodies to gain
support for your cause or initiative or helping them understand and oppose legislation that
would be detrimental to your cause or services. The District’s legislative and regulatory
principles provide guidance for supporting or opposing legislation or regulatory measures that
are introduced. With the principles serving as a navigational compass, the District uses the
following strategies to evaluate and participate in the legislative and regulatory processes:
Monitoring and tracking legislative and regulatory activity.
Staff is responsible for monitoring and tracking legislation as it is introduced and amended and
evaluating the potential impacts to the District or its ratepayers. Additionally, staff monitors
general legislative activity, such as budget proposals, to assess the impact of government
spending or cuts on the District’s interests. As new legislation is introduced during the
legislative session, it is important to identify and prioritize those bills that have the greatest
impact on the District and/or its customers. Legislation of interest should be categorized and
tracked using a tool that is accessible and efficient for monitoring throughout the process. Staff
have used both Excel spreadsheets and Airtable, a free web-based platform for tracking and
project management. Using a tracking tool will also help staff prioritize issues to help focus
advocacy efforts and resources.
Engage stakeholders as needed.
Educating lawmakers and decision-makers is the most direct opportunity to influence policy.
Board members and staff engage with elected officials directly as well as collaborate with
networks and coalitions in advocacy activities. This includes calling or emailing elected officials,
drafting letters of support or opposition for specific legislation, or providing comments to
regulatory agencies on proposed regulatory changes to express the District’s interests as well as
potential impacts on operations and/or ratepayers. Scheduling a meeting with legislators
provides an opportunity to share data, research, stories and key information about pressing
issues.
Engage in the rulemaking process.
Once a law is passed it must be put into practice, but often lacks details on how the agency or
others might follow the law. By passing a law, the legislature authorizes certain government
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agencies, such as the State Water Resources Control Board, to create regulations. Regulations
are rules or standards that set specific requirements and must follow a process that allows for
members of the public to review and comment. Generally, the regulatory agency will consider
the comments received and revise the regulation accordingly before issuing a final rule. Once a
regulation is completed and has been printed as a final rule, it is codified.
Educating Customers
Staff and Board members are dedicated to serving customers in a manner that is ethical,
transparent and with good stewardship of District funds. It is important to educate and inform
customers about timely, relevant issues that could impact them. Op-ed or editorial letters in
local newspapers are great opportunities to showcase the District’s expertise on such issues.
Social media can also be a useful platform to engage with customers/constituents.
While public funds can’t be used to campaign for a candidate or ballot issue, the agency can
encourage citizens to vote by sharing voter registration deadlines, registrar of voter contact
information, etc.
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Regulatory or Rulemaking Process
Regulations are often born from new laws or changes to existing laws that prompt statutory
changes. A state agency identifies a “problem” that needs to be addressed through the
adoption, amendment, or repeal of regulations in order for the agency to enforce or administer
a statute. Regulations must be adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) of
the Office of Administrative Law (OAL).
The process begins with an agency researching as well as gathering materials and information
necessary to develop the following required documents to conduct a formal APA rulemaking
proceeding:
Express Terms refers to the text of the proposed regulation that will clearly identify any
changes to the California Code of Regulations. Proposed additions to the regulatory text
appear as underlines and proposed deletions appear in strike-through format.
Notice of Proposed Action contains a variety of information about the nature of the
proposed regulatory changes including various findings, determinations, statutory
authority and the law(s) being implemented as well as procedural information.
Initial Statement of Reasons explains the reasons why the agency is making the
proposed regulatory changes. It includes an explanation of the problem to be
addressed, the purpose of and necessity for, and the benefits of the proposed changes.
Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement includes information on the estimated economic
(private) and fiscal (governmental) monetary impacts of the proposed regulation.
The formal rulemaking process begins with the agency publishing a notice of proposed action in
the California Regulatory Notice Register. The agency has one year within which to complete
the rulemaking process and submit the completed rulemaking file to the OAL.
There is a minimum 45-day period for the public to comment in writing on the proposed
regulation. The rulemaking agency has the option whether to hold a public hearing on a
proposed regulation. If a hearing is held, it must be scheduled at least 45 days after the notice
of proposed action was published. At the public hearing, both written and oral comments must
be accepted.
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Once the comment period ends, a rulemaking agency will consider changes to its initial
proposal. Non-substantial changes do not require further notice. Substantial changes, however,
must be made available for public comment for at least 15 days. No public hearing is required,
but the agency just consider any comments received that are directed at the proposed changes.
The OAL has final review. Once submitted by the rulemaking agency, OAL has 30 working days
to conduct a review of the rulemaking record to ensure that the agency satisfied the
requirements of the APA and OAL’s regulations. OAL will then either approve the rulemaking
action and file the proposed regulation with the Secretary of State or disapprove the
rulemaking action.
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Legislative Process
The California Legislature consists of 120 legislators between the Assembly and Senate. Each
legislator introduces about two dozen bills for a total of approximately 2,500 bills introduced
every year including the annual state budget. The process is driven by strict deadlines, which
need to be considered when engaging legislators and drafting advocacy letters. The California
Legislature serves in a biennial, or two-year, legislative session. Bills introduced in the first year,
or the odd year, of a session have two years to navigate the process and receive the Governor’s
signature. Any bill failing to pass in the first year can be reconsidered in the second year and are
referred to as “two-year bills.”
The following page details the legislative process, from inception to discussion/amendments
and final approval then governor’s signature. It’s important to mention the policy committees
that play a role in the process. A bill is typically referred to at least one policy committee in
each house. Every bill with substantive cost is then referred to a fiscal committee, known as the
Appropriations Committee, before going to the floor of the house for vote by the full body.
Legislative Timeline
While specific calendar details are published annually, the following is a snapshot of the
legislative process timeline.
First (Odd) Years:
January/February: Bill introductions
March/April: First house policy committee hearings
May: First house fiscal committee hearings and house of origin deadline
June/mid-July: Second house policy committee hearings
Mid-July/mid-August: Summer recess
Mid-August/mid-September: Second house fiscal committee hearings and final deadline
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Second (Even) Years:
January/February: Bill introductions for second year bills and house of origin deadline for first

year (“two-year”) bills
March/April: First house policy committee deadline for second year bills
May: First house fiscal committee deadline for second year bills
June: House of origin deadline for second year bills and second house policy committee hearings
July: Summer recess
August: Second house fiscal committee hearings and final passage deadline

Key Terminology for Status of Legislation
Full glossary of terms is provided on page 17. The terminology listed below is meant as a quick
reference guide to better understand the status of legislation.
Chapter
When a bill has been passed by the Legislature and enacted into law, the Secretary of State
assigns the bill a "chapter number" such as "Chapter 123, Statutes of 1992," which is
subsequently used to refer to the measure in place of the bill number.
Do Pass
Motion that, if adopted by a committee, moves a bill to the floor or to the next committee.
Do Pass As Amended
Committee motion that a bill be passed with the recommendation that the floor adopt
specified amendments.
Dropped
Author has decided not to pursue the passage of the bill.
Enrollment
Whenever a bill passes both houses of the Legislature, it is ordered enrolled. In enrollment, the
bill is again proofread for accuracy and then delivered to the Governor. The "enrolled bill"
contains the complete text of the bill with the dates of passage certified by the Secretary of the
Senate and the Chief Clerk of the Assembly. A resolution, when enrolled, is filed directly with
the Secretary of State.
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Held in Committee
Status of a bill that fails to receive sufficient affirmative votes to pass out of committee.
Inactive File
The portion of the Daily File containing legislation that is ready for floor consideration, but, for a
variety of reasons, is dead or dormant. An author may move a bill to the inactive file and move
it off the inactive file at a later date. During the final weeks of the legislative session, measures
may be moved there by the leadership as a method of encouraging authors to take up their bills
promptly.
Spot Bill
A bill that proposes non-substantive amendments to a code section in a particular subject;
introduced to assure that a bill will be available, subsequent to the deadline to introduce bills,
for revision by amendments that are germane to the subject of the bill.
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Engaging Legislators and Stakeholders
Build Relationships
Establish a rapport with elected officials at the local and state level by opening the door of
communication. Asking for support or opposition on a particular issue is not the best time to
connect with elected officials for the first time. Here are some opportunities to connect with
elected officials:
•
•
•

Follow them on social media
Add them to newsletter mailing list
Send letters or notes for important occasions, like congratulating them on getting
elected or new leadership roles/assignments

Engage with elected officials through activities such as:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take advantage of certain celebrations, such as Water Professionals Week or Imagine a
World Without Water Day, to get in touch with them
Thank them for something they did that was in any way supportive of water issues, such
as voting on a particular legislation, making a public statement or visiting a local water
facility
Educate or inform elected officials about the work that water purveyors do (photos and
supporting articles are helpful)
Send them a copy of a recent report or study with a note about why it’s important for
them to know about it
Invite them to attend or participate in a District event
Offer a tour of a District facility or service area
Offer the District as a resource or subject matter expert on topics related to local water
quality or supply issues
Provide research/data, fact sheets, reports, anecdotal stories, case studies, etc. on a
particular topic
Ask them to support a resolution about the importance of a safe, reliable water supply
for our customers/constituents
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Know the Issue
•
•

Explain the impacts on legislators’ constituents, which are MVWD customers
Know the strengths and weaknesses of the opposition’s arguments

Know the legislator
•
•

Know their background, interest areas, voting record, and public statements
Know key legislation they have authored, committee participation, etc.

Prepare
•
•
•

Provide good, solid information, not speculation
Be concise – prepare for a 3-minute pitch and allow for questions/discussion afterward
Legislators expect you to make an ask or have a point of view

Collaborate with Networks or Coalitions
•

•

Participate in regional legislative committees or workgroups that represent water
providers (ex. Inland Empire Legislative Workgroup, Metropolitan Water District’s
Legislative Workgroup, etc.)
Share information and updates on legislative activities

Draft Letters of Support or Opposition
•

•
•
•

Letters should be addressed to the District’s legislator and copies sent to any
committees to which the bill has been referred as well as the minority party’s policy
office
Letters should be submitted one week prior to the committee hearing
Submitting a letter to a committee considering a bill will ensure the District’s position is
noted in the written analysis supplied to legislators
Best practices for letter writing:
o Draft letter on district letterhead
o Explain or describe the District’s service area and our services
o Be brief, but thoughtful
o Explain how the issue impacts your district and community (provide examples,
facts, statistics, or cost estimates, but avoid excessive detail)
o Explicitly ask for support or opposition
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Evaluating Advocacy Efforts
Advocacy efforts can be difficult to evaluate other than supported legislation is approved and
opposed legislation fails. It’s important to evaluate engagement as a metric, considering
advocacy efforts as a journey more than a destination. This can include milestones such as
meetings with key stakeholders, number of letters submitted, media coverage, etc. Advocacy
success metrics are often more qualitative than quantitative. The following “metrics” are
designed to meet the goals and objectives of the legislative and regulatory strategy and
subsequently engage with stakeholders.
•

•
•
•
•

Attendance at regional legislative networking meetings (Metropolitan Water District’s
Legislative Workgroup, IE Legislative Workgroup, SAWPA’s Legislative Workgroup,
IEUA’s Legislative Advocacy Committee)
Bill position letters are drafted and submitted for prioritized policy legislation
Review rulemaking actions and provide public comment letters or sign onto coalition
comment letters
Report advocacy efforts to the Board of Directors at least three times a year
Update Guide to Elected Officials Handbook with new elected officials’ information
post-election
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Regular Updates for Board of Directors
For more than a decade, legislative principles have guided staff’s engagement with the
legislative and regulatory processes, allowing timely submission of bill opposition letters. Staff
remain committed to providing regular updates to the Board on such legislative and regulatory
advocacy activities.
Election Results
Elections impacting local partners, regional stakeholders, district representatives and industry
associations (such as ACWA, CSDA, etc.) will be monitored and results shared with the Board. A
“Guide to Elected Officials” identifies federal, state, and local officials mutually serving
constituents in MVWD’s service area. This guidebook will be updated with election results on
even numbered years as well as updated with redistricting maps every 10 years following the
U.S. Census.
Presentations to the Board
It is important to provide regular legislative and regulatory updates to the Board. This allows for
Board to provide feedback to staff who may need to pivot and change advocacy activities.
Regulatory efforts do not follow the calendar year and therefore will be brought before the
Board as needed. The legislature follows a strict calendar to adhere to constitutional deadlines.
Considering those deadlines, triannual legislative updates will be presented to the Board
according to the following timeline:
•
•
•

Late March or early April (after bills have been introduced and ACWA Legislative
Symposium held)
July (after house of origin deadline and second house policy committee hearings; before
Summer recess)
October/November (after final passage and governor’s signatory deadline)

Other than reporting election results, not much reportable legislative activity occurs from
November through January.
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Resources
California State Assembly - https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
Assembly Members - https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers
Committees - https://www.assembly.ca.gov/committees
Legislative Calendar - https://www.assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
California State Senate – https://www.senate.ca.gov
Senate Members - https://www.senate.ca.gov/senators
Committees – https://www.senate.ca.gov/committees
Legislative Calendar - https://www.senate.ca.gov/legdeadlines
California Legislative Information (bill updates) - https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

U.S. House of Representatives - https://www.house.gov/
Members – https://www.house.gov/representatives
Committees – https://www.house.gov/committees
Calendar - https://www.congress.gov/calendars-and-schedules
Appropriations and Budget - https://www.congress.gov/help/appropriations-and-budget
U.S. Senate - https://www.senate.gov/
Members – https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm
Committees – https://www.senate.gov/committees/index.htm
Calendar – https://www.senate.gov/reference/Index/Calendars_schedules.htm
Federal Law updates - https://www.congress.gov/help/votes-in-the-house-and-senate
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Glossary of Terms1
Abbreviations
AB: Assembly Bill
ACA: Assembly constitutional amendment
ACR: Assembly concurrent resolution
AG: Attorney General
AJR: Assembly Joint Resolution
A.R.: Assembly Rules
A. & A. R.: Accountability and Admin. Review
A,E,S,T,&I,M: Committee on Arts, Entertainment, Sports, Tourism, & Internet Media
Aging & LTC: Committee on Aging & Long Term Care
AGRI: Committee on Agriculture
APPR: Committee on Appropriations
B & F: Committee on Banking and Finance
B,P, & C, P: Committee on Business, Professions, & Consumer Protection
BUDGET: Committee on Budget
E & R: Committee on Elections and Reapportionment
E.S. & T.M.: Committee on Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials
ED: Committee on Education
G.O.: Committee on Governmental Organization
H & C.D.: Committee on Housing & Community Development
HEALTH: Committee on Health
Higher Ed: Committee on Higher Education
H.R.: House Resolution
Hum. S.: Committee on Human Services
Ins.: Committee on Insurance
J, E.D.&E: Committee on Jobs, Economic Development & the Economy
J. R.: Joint Rules
JUD: Committee on Judiciary
L & E: Committee on Labor & Employment
LAO: Legislative Analyst Office
LCB: Legislative Counsel Bureau
LDC: Legislative Data Center
LG: Lieutenant Governor
L. Gov: Committee on Local Government
Nat. Res.: Committee on Natural Resource
P.E.R. & S.S.: Committee on Public Employee Retirement & Social Security
Pub. S.: Committee on Public Safety
Rev & Tax: Committee on Revenue & Taxation
RLS: Committee on Rules
SB: Senate Bill
SCA: Senate constitutional amendment
1California

State Assembly – assembly.ca.gov/glossary

SCR: Senate concurrent resolution
SOS: Secretary of State
SJR: Senate joint resolution
TRANS: Committee on Transportation
U & C: Committee on Utilities & Commerce
V.A.: Committee on Veterans Affairs
W,P, & W: Committee on Water, Parks, & Wildlife
Terms
Adjournment Sine Die: Adjournment on the last day of a regular or special legislative session.
Amend: To alter formally by modification, deletion, or addition.
Amendment, Floor: An amendment offered to a legislative document, or to modify another
amendment, presented by a legislator while the document is on the floor of that legislator's house, i.e.,
a "House amendment" or "Senate amendment."
Appropriation: A legislative authorization to make expenditures and incur obligations for specific
governmental purposes; usually limited as to time when it may be expended. One of the prime
responsibilities of the Legislature is this power to appropriate moneys.
Biennium: A two-year period. This term is used to describe the two-year term of a Legislature that
begins in an odd-numbered year and ends in an even-numbered year.
Bond: A certificate of indebtedness issued by the government in return for money it has borrowed; a
promise to pay a specified sum of money at a fixed time in the future and carrying interest at a fixed
rate.
Bond-General obligation bonds: Bonds for whose payment the full faith and credit of the issuing
government are pledged.
Bond-Revenue bonds: A bond which is to be paid off by revenues produced from the facility it finances,
such as user fees for a parking garage or room fees for a student dormitory.
Budget: A plan for expending funds by program for a given fiscal year or biennium and the means of
financing the expenditures.
Budget-Operating budget: A budget which applies to all expenditures other than capital expenditures
for general governmental expenses.
Caucus: Conference of members of a legislative group to decide on policies or strategies; most
commonly, a "party caucus" is for members of one or another political party.
Committee: A group of legislators, usually members of the same house, assigned to consider a subject
or issue and to submit a report on its recommendations for action by the body which created it. All
committees are appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.
Committee Report: A document that a committee uses from time to time to report on matters referred
to it. The document usually states findings of facts and conclusions, together with a distinct
recommendation as to the disposal of the matter.
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Committee-Conference Committees: are appointed from both houses to reach agreement on a
measure for final approval by both houses once it has been passed in differing versions by each house.
Committee-Special Committees: are temporary and are established either by the speaker or president
by resolution or by any other legal means to consider one special subject or bill. They come to an end
when they have performed the purpose for which they were established.
Committee-Standing Committees: are established by the rules of the House and Senate to address
particular areas such as health, transportation, or education.
Companion Bill: Two bills identical in wording that are introduced in each house. They will most likely
not have the same number. Some companion bill sponsors feel it will increase the chances for the
passage of the bill.
Conflict of Interest: Any interest, financial or otherwise, any business or professional activity, or any
obligation which is incompatible with the proper discharge of a legislator's duties in the public interest.
Constitution: The written instrument embodying the fundamental principles of the state that
establishes power and duties of the government and guarantees certain rights to the people.
Legislative Deadlines: Deadline set by a legislative body for specified action, such as bill introduction,
committee action, or initial passage of bills by either house.
Effective Date: The date a bill, once passed, becomes law. Unless a different date is specified, bills
become law when approved.
Engrossment: The preparation of an exact, accurate, and official copy of a measure in the house of
origin along with amendments and proper signatures; then dispatched to the other house.
Enrollment: Signifies that a bill has been engrossed by both houses. This is the last legislative action
taken on a bill unless it is reconsidered after objection by the governor.
Fiscal Year: The period used for budgeting and accounting.
Floor: Reference to the interior of the chamber of either house. Floor action suggests consideration by
the Assembly or Senate rather than committee action.
Hearing, Public: A formal session of a legislative committee, whereby interested members of the public
are invited to present testimony on a proposal; distinguished from an informational briefing, which the
public is usually allowed to attend but not present testimony.
Held in Committee: The defeat of a measure by the decision of a standing committee not to return it to
the full house for further consideration.
House: Generally, either body or chamber of the Legislature. (If capitalized, it refers to the House of
Representatives).
Initiative: A procedure by which the general public may directly vote on proposed laws.
Introduction: The transmittal of a bill from a representative's or senator's office to the respective chief
clerk's office for acceptance and numbering.
Joint Committee: A committee composed of a specified number of members of both houses.
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Journal: The official chronological record of the proceedings of the Senate and House, certified, indexed,
printed, and bound at the close of each session.
Measure: Any matter before a body such as a bill or resolution.
Quorum: The number of members of a house, committee, or other group that must be present before
the group may conduct official business.
Re-Referral: The act of reconsidering the referral of a measure to a committee or committees.
Reading: A vote by the Assembly or Senate on a bill or resolution. Approval of a bill requires three
readings by the Assembly and three readings by the Senate.
Reconsideration: The act of requesting the return of a measure sent to the second house or to the
governor, but not yet enacted into law, for the purpose of reconsidering the action taken on that
measure.
Referendum: The principle or practice of submitting a law to popular vote after the filing of a petition
expressing the wish of the people to vote on such law.
Referral: The sending or referring of a measure to a committee or committees.
Reporting Out: Action by a committee on a measure which moves the measure out of the committee.
Resolution: A measure expressing the will, wish, or direction of the Legislature. It does not have the
effect of law.
Resolution-Concurrent Resolution: A resolution which requests action or states the Legislature's
position on an issue.
Resolution-Memorial Resolution: A nonsubstantive resolution used to convey the sympathy and
condolences of the Legislature on the passing of a constituent or a dignitary.
Sine Die: To adjourn on the last day of a regular or special session.
Sunset Law: A provision shutting off a program or agency on a specific date, requiring reexamination
and a fresh authorization prior to that date to continue.
Urgency: An urgency measure goes into effect immediately once passed by both houses and signed by
the Governor. This type of measure requires a 2/3 vote.
Veto: A power vested in the governor to prevent the enactment of measures passed by the Legislature
by returning them, with objections, to the Legislature.
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State Legislators

Freddie Rodriguez (D)
Assembly, 52nd District
Term: 2018-2022

Sacramento Office: (916) 319-2052
Chino Office: (909) 902-9606
https://a52.asmdc.org/

Standing Committees:
• Accountability and Administrative Review
• Communications and Conveyance
• Emergency Management, Chair
• Health
• Insurance
Select Committees:
• Economic Development in the Inland Empire, Chair
• California-Mexico Bi-National Affairs
• Regional Transportation Solutions
• Youth Homelessness in San Bernardino County

Figure 1: Map of California State Assembly 52nd District (Current)

Figure 2: Map of California State Assembly 53rd District (Effective June 2022 Primary Election)

State Legislators

Connie M. Leyva (D)
Senator, 20th District
Term: 2018-2022

Sacramento Office: (916) 651-4020
Pomona Office: (909) 469-1110
https://sd20.senate.ca.gov/

Standing Committees:
• Education, Chair
• Elections and Constitutional Amendments
• Health
Select Committees:
• California-Mexico Cooperation
• Manufactured Home Communities, Chair
• Nonprofit Sector
• Ports & Goods Movement

Figure 3: Map of California Senate 20th District (Current)

Figure 4: Map of California Senate 20th District (Effective June 2022 Primary Election)

Federal Legislators

Norma Torres (D)
U.S. House of
Representatives,
California’s 35th District
Term: 2019-2023

Member of:
Appropriations Committee
• Subcommittee on Transportation, and Housing and Urban
development, and Related Agencies
• Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
• Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government
Rules Committee

Washington, DC Office: (202) 225-6161
Ontario Office: (909) 481-6474
https://torres.house.gov/

Figure 5: Map of 35th Congressional District (Current)

Figure 6: Map of 35th Congressional District (Effective June 2022 Primary Election)

State Senators

Dianne Feinstein (D)
U.S. Senator
Term: 2018-2024

Washington, DC Office: (202) 224-3841
Los Angeles Office: (310) 914-7300
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/

Alex Padilla
U.S. Senator
Term: 2021-2022

Washington, DC Office: (202) 224-3553
Los Angeles Office: (310) 231-4494
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/

Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittees:
• Human Rights and Law, Chair
• Immigration, Citizenship, and Border Safety
• Constitution
• Criminal Justice and Counter Terrorism
Senate Committee on Intelligence
Senate Committee on Appropriations
• Energy and Water, Chair
• Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies
• Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
• Defense
• Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies
• Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
• Committee on Rules & Administration
Senate Committee on Rules and Administration

Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on:
• Immigration, Citizenship, and Border Safety
Senate Committee on the Budget
Senate Committee on Environment & Public Works
Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs
Senate Committee on Rules & Administration

San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors

Curt Hagman, Chair
4th District
Term: 2018 – 2022

Col. Paul Cook (Ret.)
1st District
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 7: Map of San Bernardino County Supervisor Districts

Dawn Rowe, Vice Chair
3rd District
Term: 2018 – 2022

Janice Rutherford
2nd District
Term: 2018 – 2022

Joe Baca, Jr.
5th District
Term: 2020 – 2024

City of Montclair

Javier “John” Dutrey
Mayor
Term: 2018 – 2022

Tenice Johnson
Council Member
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 8: Map of City of Montclair

Bill Ruh
Mayor Pro Tem
Term: 2018 – 2022

Corysa Martinez
Council Member
Term: 2019 – 2022

Benjamin “Ben” Lopez
Council Member
Term: 2020 – 2024

City of Chino

Eunice M. Ulloa, Mayor
Represents the City At-Large
Term: 2020 – 2024

Karen Comstock
Council Member, District 4
Term: 2020 – 2024

Marc Lucio, Mayor Pro Tem
District 3
Term: 2018 – 2022

Christopher Flores,
Council Member,District 1
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 9: City of Chino Council District Map

Walt Pocock
Council Member, District 2
Term: 2021 – 2022

City of Chino Hills

Ray Marquez
Mayor, District 1
Term: 2018 – 2022

Art Bennet
Council Member, District 3
Term: 2020 – 2024

Pete Rogers
Vice Mayor, District 2
Term: 2018 – 2022

Brian Johsz
Mayor, District 4
Term: 2018 – 2022

Figure 10: City of Chino Hills Council District Map

Cynthia Moran
Council Member, District 5
Term: 2020 – 2024

City of Upland

Bill Velto, Mayor
Represents the City at-large
Term: 2020 – 2024

Janice Elliott
Council Member, District 2
Term: 2018 – 2022

Shannan Maust
Mayor Pro Tem, District 1
Term: 2020 – 2024

Carlos A. Garcia
Council Member, District 3
Term: 2020 – 2022

Figure 11: City of Upland Council District Map

Rudy Zuniga
Council Member, District 4
Term: 2018 – 2022

Cucamonga Valley Water District

Randall James Reed
President, Division 3
Term: 2017 – 2022

James V. Curatalo Jr.
Director, Division 5
Term: 2017 – 2022

Luis Cetina
Vice President, Division 4
Term: 2017 – 2022

Mark Gibboney
Director, Division 2
Term: 2019 – 2024

Figure 12: Map of Cucamonga Valley Water District and board member divisions.

Kevin Kenley
Director, Division 1
Term: 2019 – 2024

Chino Basin Water Conservation District

Terence M. King, Board President
Division 1 (Upland/Montclair)
Term: 2018 – 2022

Marc Grupposo, Board Treasurer
Division 2 (Rancho Cucamonga)
Term: 2020 – 2024

Margaret Hamilton, Vice President
Division 3 (Rancho Cucamonga/Upland)

Term: 2018 – 2022

Mark Ligtenberg, Board Member
Division 4 (Ontario)
Term: 2017 – 2022

Ryan Sonnenberg, Board Member
Division 7 (Chino)
Term: 2018 – 2022

Gil Aldaco, Board Member
Division 5 (Montclair/Chino)
Term: 2020 – 2024

Dr. Hanif Gulmahamad, Board Member
Division 6 (Ontario/Chino)
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 13: Map of Chino Basin Water Conservation District and board member districts.

Inland Empire Utilities Agency

Steven J. Elie, President
Division 3 (Chino/Chino Hills)
Term: 2018 – 2022

Marco Tule, Secretary/Treasurer
Division 1 (Upland/Montclair)
Term: 2020 – 2024

Michael Camacho, Vice President
Division 5 (Rancho Cucamonga)
Term: 2020 – 2024

Jasmine A. Hall, Director
Division 4 (Fontana)
Term: 2018 – 2022

Figure 14: Map of Inland Empire Utilities Agency and board member divisions.

Paul Hofer, Director
Division 2 (Ontario)
Term: 2018 – 2022

Ontario Montclair School District

Elvia M. Rivas
President, Area 2
Term: 2018 – 2022

Flora Martinez
Clerk, Area 1
Term: 2020 – 2024

Sonia Alvarado
Vice President, Area 5
Term: 2018 – 2022

Kristen “Kris” Brake
Trustee, Area 3
Term: 2018 – 2022

Figure 15: Map of Ontario Montclair School District board member divisions.

Sarah S. Galvez
Trustee, Area 4
Term: 2020 – 2024

Chaffey Joint Union High School District

Sue Ovitt
President, Area 1
Term: 2020 – 2024

Art Bustamonte
Clerk, Area 2
Term: 2018 – 2022

Gil Zendejas
Vice President, Area 3
Term: 2018 – 2022

Shari Parker-Megaw
Trustee, Area 5
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 16: Map of Chaffey Joint Union High School District board member divisions.

Donald English
Trustee, Area 4
Term: 2021 – 2024

Chino Valley Unified School District

Christina Gagnier
President
Term: 2018 – 2022

James Na
Clerk
Term: 2020 – 2024

Andrew Cruz
Vice President
Term: 2020 – 2024

Donald L. Bridge
Member
Term: 2020 – 2024

Figure 17: Map of Chino Valley Unified School District and school boundaries.

Joe Schaffer
Member
Term: 2018 – 2022

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO)

Jim Bagley
Chair, Public Member
Term expires May 2022

Joe Baca Jr.
County Member
Term expires May 2021

Dr. Kimberly Cox
Special District Member
Term expires May 2024

Curt Hagman
County Member
Term expires May 2023

Dieter Dammeier
Alt. Public Member
Term expires May 2024

Acquanetta Warren
Vice Chair, City Member
Term expires May 2024

Rick Denison
Alt. City Member
Term expires May 2022

James V. Curatalo
Special District Member
Term expires May 2021

Larry McCallon
City Member
Term expires May 2021

Steven Farrell
Alt. Special District Member
Term expires May 2022

Dawn Rowe
Alt. County Member
Term expires May 2021

Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority

Marco Tule
Chair

Mike Gardner
Secretary-Treasurer

Bruce Whitaker
Vice Chair

June D. Hayes
Commissioner

Michael Camacho
Alternate Commissioner

Brenda Dennstedt
Alternate Commissioner

David J. Slawson
Commissioner

Kelly E. Rowe, CFM, PG, CEG, CH
Alternate Commissioner

T. Milford Harrison
Alternate Commissioner

Jeff Armstrong
Alternate Commissioner

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) Region 9

Harvey R. Ryan, Chair
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

Luis Cetina
Cucamonga Valley Water District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

G. Patrick O’Dowd, Vice Chair
Salton Sea Authority
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

Brenda Dennstedt
Western Municipal Water District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

Carol Lee Gonzales-Brady
Rancho California Water District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

Norma Galindo
Imperial Irrigation District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

James Morales Jr.
East Valley Water District
Term: Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2023

Figure 18: Map of the Association of California Water Agencies 10 regions.

LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY
ADVOCACY PRINCIPLES

Monte Vista Water District's Board of Directors adopted the Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy Principles to
help communicate the District's values and vision to our legislative representatives and local leaders.

Fund State Water
Infrastructure Equitably
Help Local Governments Succeed &
Keep Revenues Local
Facilitate special districts in providing
vital services effectively, responsibly, &
at a reasonable cost
No raids on local revenues to shore up
state budget shortfalls
Maintain local government control over
rate-setting process

Support Local Water
Supply Reliability
Support local water projects that ensure
future reliability
Invest in local water supplies to reduce
reliance on the Sacramento-San Joaquin
River Delta
Support funding, resources, and projects
that promote sustainability and resiliency

Monte Vista Water District

Support “co-equal goals” of water
supply reliability & ecosystem
restoration
Local agencies & state should pay
their fair share for benefits

Assist in Meeting Water Use
Efficiency Goals
Promote attainable water efficiency
standards & best practices
Assist local agencies in meeting urban
water use targets set by mandate
Support legislation that incentivizes
water use efficiency

Base Water Quality
Standards on Science

Safe drinking water is our first priority
Use sound science a & transparent
regulatory processes to establish
drinking water standards

Support Long-Term Solutions for
Access to Safe, Affordable
Drinking Water

Support sensible, long-term solutions
that assist disadvantaged communities
with increased access to safe,
affordable drinking water
Oppose a public goods charge for
drinking water that would increase
costs on a basic life necessity

Improve Water/Energy Nexus to
Reduce Environmental Impacts
Support science-based strategies that
improve water quality, conserve water,
& reduce greenhouse gases
Support projects & funding for
renewable energy resources that
provide direct benefit for water
resource sustainability

10575 Central Ave., Montclair, CA 91763

909.624.0035

